
It is my  hope that all who desire success may  find the key  elements of trumpet playing available 
within the texts of my instructional  writings.

The first  work being AirPlay  which will prepare one to produce beautiful sounds with ease, 
and with this foundation move forward with ease to advanced studies.

The second work being PowerPlay. The natural continuation of AirPlay  allowing the novice 
player common sense progression into professional trumpet performance .

AirPlay conditions the mind and body  in the production of pure and musical sounds by  means of 
a correctly  constructed basic embouchure. The position of the lips and jaw activated by  the 
unconscious will directing the flow of air, propelling the engine that flawlessly  produces 
practically effortless tones, notes, and rudimentary etudes.

AirPlay requires keen attention to detail. If you study  the text you will form a “black and white” 
understanding of how you produce the tone and manipulate the notes with ease and clarity. The 
“no-brute force” law protects you from damage, and the simple application of the systems 
underlying truths will open the world of trumpet playing without obstacles.

AirPlay goes against the players natural instinct to pucker, blow, and force notes. Teaching you 
to finesse the tone by  properly  aligning key  elements of your face and body  in such a way that 
the tones are seemingly effortless. They  “appear” by  themselves in a pure simple vibration. The 
crystal clear tone quality achieved is the hallmark of the system.

Playing the trumpet  is NOT a natural act. It is akin to learning to speak as opposed to the 
wails and cries of  newborn. How  you pronounce the musical “words” comes by  experience, 
patience, and imitation. The dialect of AirPlay  is not a guttural hodgepodge difficult to 
comprehend, but is a clear, precise execution of words and phrases. AirPlay is a gentle person 
whom speaks with such command of the language that all who listen are moved by the words.

The beginner will accomplish clarity  of tone quickly  and easily  because he has no previous 
conception of the laws of playing. On the other hand a seasoned player undertaking the 
discipline of AirPlay  will need to wipe his mental slate clean and trust that this instruction will 
effectively  reconstitute the basics of playing in such a Black and White way  as to give great 
confidence.

The transition to PowerPlay  will move that gentle mannered speaker into an orator. With clear 
and powerful speech; demanding not only the attention, but the admiration of all who listen.

PowerPlay  then builds this foundation to a skyscraper of endurance, range, flexibility, 
and most importantly a solid and reliable tone.

Whereas AirPlay focuses the mind on the coordination of the vibrating surface.

PowerPlay  takes this skill and focuses the mind on the education of the large muscles, and the 
development and strengthening of the the air, the facial muscles, proper use of the intercostals, 
diaphragm; furthering the concept of conscious triggers stimulating the unconscious will to 
play any style of music in a free and powerful manner.
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Each step is a necessary skill that leads to the next. Without the small things, the great are 
not to be experienced. A student must be willing to progress systematically, and with great 
discipline. Many  potential players have fallen on the way because they  chose to “sacrifice the 
future upon the altar of the immediate!”

There are no shortcuts to success. No tricks, no secrets. What lies ahead is a well marked 
road with caution signs aplenty. A road that is followed only by  using the proper map. Along the 
way  you may  stop and visit any  location, explore the neighborhood and visit the sites. You may 
then move on your journey having enjoyed the side trip  and excited about that which lies just 
around the bend.

You will want to take pictures along the way. Remembering and learning involves looking back 
and building from one success to another. There is no end to the trip! 

You will become the eternal traveler along the musical highway  and AirPlay and PowerPlay  will 
be your road map. You will become your OWN BEST TEACHER. Your discoveries along the 
way will become habits, and your quest will become a very Black and White reality.

The map is simple, the possibilities are endless, and ANY serious student can reach their goal! 
These tools are proven in thousands of players over the last 40 years. Nothing is new under the 
sun, and these systems are built on the foundations of men like Costello, Stamp, Racey, 
Gordon, Clarke, and hundreds of others. We all stand on the shoulders of masters before us. 
To throw out the work of these players is to spit in the face of their experience and success.

These Master teachers and mentors all contributed to the ocean of understanding, however it is 
those pearl drops of wisdom that I have attempted to distill from the bodies of their work
.
Any serious teacher will study  the past to open the path to the future development of trumpet 
knowledge.

In recent years many quacks and frauds have presented unproven gimmicks that promise 
double Cʼs in no time. They  have you doing all manner of bogus strength building routines, and 
promising that if you follow letter by  letter everything they  tell you, you will become a super 
player. NOT!!!

If it sounds too good to be true - IT IS!

So set aside the hope of becoming all you want to be in just 12, 25, or 37 weeks. It  is going to 
take as long as it  takes to bring you to your personal best. I say  YOUR personal best 
because life is not fair, and just because you do it all right does not mean that you will be THE 
best. It means you will rise to your own level of “best.”

Consider how many  (or few) professional athletes there are! Many  leave college and never 
move to the pros in sports. They are fine players and way ahead of the average, but they  are 
not invited to the big game. It  is a fact of life  that only the cream of the crop rise to national 
attention. And so it is even more so in the trumpet world.
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If what the Quacks tell you is true, then there would be thousands of killer players out there. All 
they had to do was follow these mystical routines that proclaim success, and presto instant 
super players everywhere.

With AirPlay  / PowerPlay you have a road map to your personal best. If you follow it wisely 
and apply  it prudently  you will have what you need to pursue your best, but do not be fooled - 
Your personal best  may not  raise you to the level of a trumpet  legend. It will give you what 
you need to play  comfortably  at a strong and pure in any  type of venue, be it symphonic, 
concert band, community  orchestras, recording, jazz, big bands, rock bands. A few of you will 
have the drive AND THE MUSICIANSHIP  to hit a major playing position. 

You see there is more than “playing skills” to being a big time player. There is above all 
musical proficiency. Good ears, mastery  of style(s) etc. Personality  and attitude have a lot to do 
with success, how you carry  yourself, behave, and whom you choose as friends can even weigh 
heavily in the factors.

I do not teach you scales, solos, concepts of vibrato, sight reading, and countless other skills. 
What I do teach is how to handle the instrument. How get around whatever you need to play 
both cleanly and efficiently.

Being an efficient player is so overlooked. The rigors of professional life demand a consistent 
day to day  excellence. Without the ability  to play  with the least effort to produce the maximum 
result, you will struggle upon struggle. Many  fine players have approached the trumpet as a 
weight lifting discipline. Only  to be come up short because at the the end of the day they are 
swollen, bruised, beat up, and facing another day without rest, but being counted on to perform 
well.

College players often get a taste of this when playing consumes so much of the day. Learning 
how to be efficient is an ABSOLUTE necessity for ANY player hoping to succeed at any 
level.

Inefficiency  leads to a downward spiral of overwork, swelling, no recovery  time leading to forcing 
the sound the next day  to more of the same leading ever downwards to eventual burnout or 
worse permanent lip damage, hernia, pulled muscles, headaches, and failure.

AirPlay and PowerPlay will keep you safe from harm!

Perhaps the most outstanding benefit is that you will have the skills to see an issue arise and 
then know: In no uncertain terms just how to deal with it efficiently and QUICLY. 
These issues may  arise in the middle of a performance, where you find yourself slipping 
downhill. With a single mental trigger from your instruction will turn you right  around and 
allow you to finish with style and ease.

In AirPlay / PowerPlay you will come across exercises and concepts that seem 
ridiculous. I write the exercise so that it moves you in an ever ascending, descending - tension 
and release. This allows you to practice longer phrases without damage. Instead of working 
hard every other day you work at a constant rate every day. 
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I write alternate fingerings for the same reasons. The ebb and flow of the exercise - NOT TO 
FAMILIARIZE YOU WITH TRICK FINGERINGS!

Learn to trust the work and forget about trying to figure out why I wrote what I wrote.
After several months you will begin to understand the system so well you will  absolutely 
understand!

If you miss a day donʼt fret. If you miss a week donʼt fret. All you have lost is time! You will have 
to back up and have another go at it. DO NOT over practice. 

A single pill may make you better!  But 10 may kill you!

Never move ahead of yourself. Donʼt think you are ready for the next event until the previous 
have become second nature

Keep a positive outlook. Practice in a good frame of mind. Donʼt push yourself. Learn to relax, to 
slow down, to LEARN by doing!

George Rawlin
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